
do, and some decisions do effect 

what we do with students.  We 

have cancelled field trips, can-

celled assemblies, cut down on 

extra curricular schedules such as 

basketball and football games, and 

have eliminated travel outside the 

district unless paid for with fund-

raising or other funds.  These have 

been painful decisions, but it ap-

pears that they are necessary. 
 

There is another way to help this 

situation that you may be able to 

participate in.  We have teamed up 

with several organizations to raise 

money by everyday purchases you 

already make.  Listed in this news-

letter are opportunities that you can 

take advantage of here at a local 

stores such as our SUBWAY using 

a Subway card that is linked back 

to our school and we will receive a 

portion of the total amount pur-

chased.  We have these cards avail-

able in our office, as well as a web-

Homecoming Royalty 
 

Front Row (L to R): Daphne 

Baumgartner, Alex Fellom, Kaitlyn 

Lipovac, Stephanie Messamer, Jessica 

Nichols, Taylor Thompson (2008 

Homecoming Queen) 

 

Back Row (L to R): Charlie Beeler, 

Seth Bringle, Ricky Boyle, Alex 

Chavez, Micky Boyle, Spencer Bryan 
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Notes from the Principal 
By this time all of you are aware 

of the 10% across the board 

budget cuts the school has been 

facing for this academic school 

year.  These cuts have been and 

will affect the everyday things 

students do at school.  The staff 

and administration have been do-

ing all we can to provide for stu-

dents the best possible environ-

ment while trying to save as much 

money.  We have tried to make 

cuts on the things that will not 

affect the day to day classroom 

environment of your student.  We 

are using less paper, turning off 

lights and computers, shutting 

down the buildings earlier, being 

very selective on purchases for the 

classroom.  I have been very 

pleased with the response from all 

of our staff in trying to meet this 

budget crisis. 
 

Even doing all we can with sup-

plies there is still a lot of work to 

site in which the whole program 

is described.  This is just one ex-

ample and there are several more 

listed in the newsletter.  We also 

have an agreement with Best Buy 

that any Reward Zone points you 

earn can be given to the school 

which then can be used to pur-

chase technology.  We have had a 

long standing partnership with 

Target stores that anytime some-

one uses a Target charge card that 

a portion of the sales come back 

to our school.  We are grateful to 

all of these businesses and all of 

our local businesses that support 

the school every year. We are also 

thanking you in advance, for help-

ing us anyway you can.  
 

Please refer to pages 14 and 15 

for information on the companies 

involved.  

 

Dan Marburger 

High School Principal 
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Schedule Star 

Academic Study Table Policy 

 

Schedule Star com-
municates with par-
ents and fans using 

HighSchool-
Sports.net. Sched-

ules may be viewed 
in a two -day, 
weekly, monthly, or 

by season for-

The Perry Commu-

nity School District 

web site 

www.perry.k12.ia.us  

provides up to date 

scheduling informa-

tion regarding 

school activities by 

clicking on the 

ñActivitiesò link. 

mat.  The ñGet 

Alertsò option allows 
for notification of 
schedule changes 

including cancella-
tions, postpone-

ments, or facility 
changes.  

ñAfter cyber-researching the Bluejay, two points kept continuously popping up; its super -

aggressive, almost vicious behavior when protecting itsô territoryé a behavior that exhibits such 

complete fearlessness, there have been several forest ranger reports of singular jays attacking 

of carnivores from wildcats to grizzlies.   The other point is itsô acrobatic maneuverability and 

incredible speed.ò 

P E R R Y  H I G H  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R  

Policy: 

Any student not passing all subjects at mid-term and prior to the end of the trimester will 

be declared ineligible to compete/participate until certified by the staff as passing all sub-

jects and maintaining passing grade status.  Any student not passing all subjects at mid-

term and prior to the end of the trimester may remain ñconditionally eligibleò by volun-

tarily agreeing to participate in the Academic Study Table program. 
 

Purpose & Program: 

The Academic Study Table is designed to provide academic assistance to students who 

are identified as academically ineligible beginning at mid-term and prior to the end of the 

trimester.   
 

The Academic Study Table will meet Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday of each week 

from 7:30-8:05 a.m. in the HS Brady Library and will be supervised by a staff member. 
 

Academic Study Table Expectations 

¶ Students will attend all sessions in a prompt manner. 

¶ Attendance will be monitored daily. 

¶ First tardy ï warning. 

¶ Second tardy ï removal from the program and revocation of condi-

tional eligibility. 

¶ Students will be engaged with school related work the entire study period. 

¶ Students will be allowed to work with a specific teacher during this time period 

based on a pre-arranged meeting with a course specific staff member and in 

adherence to the Academic Study Table program expectations. 

¶ Once a student achieves and maintains passing status in all classes, eligibility 

will be restored. 

¶ Students failing to meet the expectations of this program will result in dismissal 

from the program and the revocation of conditional eligibility. 

WHY BLUEJAYS?  

http://www.perry.k12.ia.us/


P A G E  3  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  2  

The Raccoon River Conference prides 

itself on offering excellent co cur-

ricular extracurricular activities for 

our students. Sportsmanship is a key 

ingredient in the success of all activi-

ties. A true sport shows a combination 

of values and attitudes, all in a posi-

tive light. Respect, fairness, courtesy 

and graceful acceptances of the re-

sults are all characteristics of good 

sportsmanship. A good sport reflects 

"fair play" in every area of life.  

 

The Raccoon River Conference has 

high expectations for its coaches, 

students, athletes and fans in exem-

plifying sportsmanship. The specta-

tors at an athletic contest have an 

extremely important role in display-

ing good sportsmanship. As a group, 

your actions may have the biggest 

impact on how others see the repu-

tation of your school and community.  

Fans should always: 

¶ Compliment student -athletes in 

their attempts to improve and 

learn 

¶ Realize that a ticket is a privi-

lege to observe the contest, not 

a license to  

verbally assault others or be 

generally obnoxious  

¶ Respect both players and fans of  

 opposing teams 

¶ Know and understand the rules 

of the game  

¶ Respect the decision of an 

official and admire their will-

ingness to publicly  

officiate student athletes in 

the best interest of inter-

scholastic sports  

¶ Cheer good performances, 

regardless of uniform color  

¶ Recognize and compliment the 

efforts of coaches, officials, 

league and school administra-

tors for their interest in ex-

panding education 

¶ Taunting of players, coaches, 

or fans is an unacceptable be-

havior.  

 

Activity Department Intern Program 
The Activity Department Student Intern Program involves high 
school students in support roles for the department.  Student 
interns volunteer in the activity office during an open period 
and serve when needed as Athletic Ambassadors greeting visit-
ing schools and officials on contest nights.  
 

The students selected to serve as interns possess the following 

characteristics:  

Respectful, Responsible, Positive, & Punctual  

An Interest in Activities  

 
This fallôs Activity Department Interns are Stephanie Parnell, 
Seth Marburger, Andy Gonzalez, & Kaitlyn Lipovac.  

Sportsmanship  
Raccoon River Conference 
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Rescuing Dreamwood 
King Kroaker: Marshall Repp  

Queen Marta: Mallory Benjamin  

Prince Ernie: Noah Allyn  

Prince Charming: David Ridnour  

Princess Cinderella: Laura Finneseth  

Princess Snow White: Katlyn Hawbaker  

Princess Sleeping Beauty: Paige Thill  

Princess Rapunzel: Sophia Zagar  

Princess Beauty: Stephanie Parnell  

Princess Henreitta: Alex Fellom  

Goldilocks : Ella Peitz  

Hansel: Tyler Smith  

Gretel: Kayla Pruitt  

P E R R Y  H I G H  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R  

Prince Ernie needs to be married quickly! Dreamwood Castle is broke and a rich 

princess with impeccable lineage must found immediately. Unfortunately, the 

fairy Liesl has plans to take over the castle. As Queen Mata holds a fundraiser --

er -- ball to auctions off Prince  

Ernie, it is found that Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, Snow White, Rapunzel, and 

Beauty have a problem with a test. The decidedly unsuitable Princess Hank 

shows up with a plan to make to make things right. She has a pal who can spin 

straw into gold. Unfortunately, no one will listen, especially Queen Marta who is 

busy fighting rumors that she married a man who was once a frog. A compila-

tion of numerous fairy tales, this wild romp to save Dreamwood will have you 

laughing and rooting for hapless Ernie and the ñunprincessyò Hank. Dress re-

hearsal will be November 12th at 7:00 p.m. at McCreary and may be attended 

with a $2 donation for adults and a $1 donation for students at the door. Per-

formances will be November 13 and 14 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets for performances 

may be purchased at the high school office or at the door if still available. Adults 

$5, students $3 .     Merrilee Bales, Drama Coach  

Red Riding Hood: Jessica Phillips  

Jack: Grant Thompson  

Pipsqueak: Chowng Wong  

Liesl: Kirsten Carstarphen  

Serf: Gavin Warnock  

Rumplestiltskin: Will Ostransky   

Crew:  

Lights -Mark Summerson  

Sound -  Drew McLaughlin  

Backstage -  Brian Lamont,  

Drew McLaughlin  

Levi Halling  

Ashley Davis   



Speech Class Notes 
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On October 16, 2009, 

Perry High School welcomed art-

ist and author Caryn West.  Caryn 

West wrote the book The Trou-

ble with the Alphabet.  Caryn 

came to Perry to talk about the 

importance of public speaking 

and of becoming involved in 

making a difference in the world.  

Caryn spoke to Mrs. Bollhoe-

ferôs speech classes and selected 

art students.  Mrs. West wrote, 

illustrated, published and is tour-

ing the United States promoting 

her book.  The Trouble with the 

Alphabet features one country 

per letter of the alphabet.  Each 

country has one portrait of a 

child in need along with a poem 

from that childôs point of view.  

A narration of the problem in 

that country is given with a re-

lief agency that is making a dif-

ference for these children cur-

rently.  Lois Carlson of Des 

Moines donated a copy of The 

Trouble with the Alphabet to the 

Brady Library. 

ñOnly the soldier really lives the war. The journalist does not -- war happens inside a man 

-- and that is why, in a certain sense, you and your sons from the war will be forever 

strangers. If, by the miracles of art and genius, in later years two or three among them can 

open their hearts and the right words come, then perhaps we shall all know a little of what 

it was like -- and we shall know then that all the present speakers and writers hardly 

touched the story.ò  - Eric Sevareid 

Guidance & Counseling: 

Scholarships! Financial Aid! Personal 
Resources!  Military!  Career 
Planning!  College Planning!  Test 
Help!  ACT Information!  
 

The Guidance and Counseling department has its own web page!!  Check it out at: 
http://www.perry.k12.ia.us/HS/Guidance/Homepage.htm  .  You can also access the 
page by going to the Perry Community School District website,  clicking on óHigh Schoolô 
and then óHigh School Guidance Departmentô.  There you will find links to information 
regarding:  applying for scholarships, scholarship listings and searches, college planning, 
military, career exploration, ACT/SATôs, testing/assessment, Financial Aid/Loan 
Information and resources related to personal issues.  We encourage all high school 
students to take advantage of this tool which will be updated regularly, 
especially seniors for the scholarship listing .  If you have any questions/comments 
regarding the webpage, please direct them to the high school guidance office.  

http://www.perry.k12.ia.us/HS/Guidance/Homepage.htm
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Reminder for 
juniors/seniors :  

ACT packets and 

practice tests are 
available in the 

guidance office or 
students may 

register on-line at 
www.actstudent.org 

.  Students on free 

or reduced lunch 

may get a fee 
waiver from the 

counseling office. 

Alumni Day 

Big Buddy Program 

Notice to Students and Parents of Juniors/Seniors: 

Itôs that time of year where 
juniors and seniors will be 
receiving mailings/phone 
calls promising financial aid 
and scholarships at a nomi-
nal fee or for attending an 
ñinterviewò, ñseminarò, or by 
mailing in a fee.  Donôt be 
fooled by these false cam-
paigns.  Many of these 
ñinterviews/seminarsò are 
actually high pressure sales 
pitches designed to lure you 
into spending several hun-
dred dollars to several thou-
sand dollars to ñguaranteeò 
your student scholarships 

and/or assistance with the 
college planning/application 
process.   
 
Information on scholarships 
and the financial aid process 
can be obtained FREE using 
the high school counselors, 
internet, college admissions/
financial aid offices and/or 
information available at the 
public library.  If you have 
questions about a mailing or 
solicitation you have re-
ceived contact the high 
school guidance office at 
465-8338. Here are some 

Internet sites that contain 
valuable information for free: 
 
Scholarship Search/College 
Search/Cost Projector/Loan 
calculator: www.fastweb.com 
 
Financial Aid Information: 
www.fafsa.ed.gov  
                                     
www.ed.gov/DirectLoan  
 
Occupational Outlook Hand-
book/Career Planning/
Choosing a Major: 
www.bls.gov/oco  

The Big Buddy mentoring program is off and running.  Students are 
paired with elementary or middle school students in an effort to pro-
vide a positive role model and support.  Students who have been 
involved with the program report enjoying their mentoring relation-
ship and many have continued to spend time with their little buddy 
outside of school.  Big Buddies must be in grades 10-12, have trans-
portation, and be able to make a commitment to spending one pe-
riod a week with their little buddy during a study-hall or free period 
for the duration of the trimester.  Students wishing to participate can 
see Mrs. Valline in the counseling office. 

Alumni Day, several 
2009 graduates will be 
in attendance in the 
commons during the 
three lunch periods. 
Students are encour-
aged to take advan-
tage of this opportunity 
to find out about spe-
cific colleges and cam-

pus life 
in gen-
eral. The 
gradu-
ates will be happy to 
share their experiences 
and answer any ques-
tions students might 
have about college-
related issues.  

The 2009 Alumni Day 
will be Tuesday De-
cember 22

nd
. Tradi-

tionally, recent gradu-
ates are invited back to 
the high school on the 
last school day before 
winter break to visit 
with PHS students 
about college life. On 

P E R R Y  H I G H  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R  

http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.ed.gov/DirectLoan
http://www.bls.gov/oco

